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IN THE CLAIMS: 

Kindly amend claims 1-8, 13 and 16-20 and add claims 21 and 
22 , all without prejudice, as follows: 



1. (Amended) A convertible 
separate walking canes each 



cane [assembly] comprising a pair of 
laving an upright support providing an 
exterior, a [first] foot adjacent a lower end of the support and a 
[first] handle adjacent an ipper end of the support allowing each 
handle to be grasped by a different hand of a user allowing the 



canes to be used separately and independently , and a connector 
detachablv securing the canes together in a position wherein the 
support exteriors and the handles are in side-by-side juxtaposed 



relation so the canes, when 



secured together , can be used as a 



single cane [and the assembly 
by the user and a second 
surface] . 



provides a second handle for grasping 
foot for contacting an underlying 



2. (Amended) The convertible 
foot comprises an resilient p&d 



cane of claim 1 wherein each [first] 



3. (Amended) The convertible 
pad is at least half of the 



(pane of claim 2 wherein the resilient 
ross-sectional area of the support. 



ft 



convertible 



4 . (Amended) The 
feet, in the side-by-s 
of flat surfaces definihg 
second foot] providin g 



cane of claim 1 wherein the [first] 
}de position of the supports, provide a pair 
a single plane [and] thereby [provide the 
a combined foot for supporting the 



convertible cane when 



.t is used as a single cane . 



5. (Amended) The 
handles, in the side- 
abut and provide [the s 
user when the 



convert i ale 



convertible 



cane of claim 1 wherein the [first] 
Ay-side position of the support exteriors, 
econd] a combined handle for grasping by the 
cane is used as a single cane . 



6. (Amended) The convertible cane of claim 5 wherein the [second] 
combined handle provides a hand receiving section having a curved 
upper surface, the hanc^ receiving section being not more than about 
3" in width. 



7. (Amended) The conve 
handles, in the side-by 



rtible cane of claim 1 wherein the [first] 
-side position of the support exteriors, are 
spaced apart and one or the [first] handles [comprises the second 
handle] provides a second handle for grasping by the user when the 
convertible cane is used as a single cane . 
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convertible 



8. (Amended) The 
resilient] feet each compr 

9. Non-elected species. 

10. Originally submitted. 

11. Non-elected species. 



cane of claim 1 wherein the [first 
Lse a rubber pad. 



12. Non-elected species. 



13. Non-elected species. (Amended) The convertible cane of claim 
1 wherein the connector comprises a slot on each of the canes which 
mate in the position wherein the support exteriors are in side-by- 
side relation and a pivoteq tab for movement between a first 
position residing in both slcjts and a second position outside at 
least one of the slots. 

14. Non-elected species. 

15. Non-elected species. 
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16. (Amended) A convertib 
walking canes each having a 
a [first] foot adjacent a 
handle adjacent an upper en 
be grasped by a user' s hand 
independently , and [means 
canes together in a sidk 
exteriors are in facing re 
side juxtaposed relation so 



the juxta posed handles providing 



handle] for grasping by a 
for contacting an underlying 



e cane assembly comprising a pair of 
n upright support providing an exterior, 
lower end of the support and a [first] 
J of the support allowing each handle to 
so the canes are useable separately and 
connecting] a connector securing the 
-by-side position where the support 
lation and the handles are in side-by- 
the assembly acts as a single cane with 
a support [providing a second 



Ufser' s hand [and a second resilient foot 
surface] in the side-by-side position . 



17. The convertible cane oi claim 16 wherein the [first] feet, in 



the side-by-side position o 
of flat surfaces defining a 



£ the support exteriors, provide a pair 
single plane and thereby provide [the 



second foot] a support for a user' s load . 



18. The convertible cane of plaim 16 wherein the [first] handles, 
in the side-by-side position lof the supports, provide [the second] 
a combined handle for graspilng by the user when the convertible 
cane is used as a single cane l 
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19. The convertible cane qf 
in the side-by-side position 
apart and one of the [firs 
provides a second handle 
convertible cane is used a|s a single cane . 



claim 16 wherein the [first] handles, 
of the support exteriors, are spaced 
] handles [comprises the second handle] 
for grasping bv the user when the 



20. (Amended) A method of using a convertible cane assembly of the 



type having a pair of walking canes each having an upright support 
providing an exterior, a foot adjacent a lower end of the support 
and a [first] handle adjacent an upper end of the support allowing 
each handle to be grasped rjy a different [user' s] hand of a user , 
the method comprising 

attaching the canes in lside-by-side relation where the support 
exteriors are in facing relation and the handles are in side-bv- 
side juxtaposed relation to| provide a single cane and using the 
single cane as a walking aid; and . 

detaching the canes frdm the side-by-side relation and using 
the canes separately and simultaneously as canes providing w alking 
aids. 



21. Newly submitted. The convertible cane of claim 1 wherein, in 
the side-by-side juxtaposed Relation of the handles, the handles 
are parallel. 




22. Newly submitted, 
y the side-by-side ju 



The convertible cane of claim 16 wherein, in 
ctaposed relation of the handles, the handles 



are parallel, 



7 



